WHAT PARVO DOES

Canine parvovirus attacks white blood cells, the
intestinal tract, and sometimes the heart. It's
painful and can quickly become fatal. The
infection can cause:

* Weakening of the immune system

* [ntestinal tract lining to die and slough away

® Lack of nutrient absorption

* Dehydration and electrolyte imbalances

e Septicemia* (infection in bloodstream due to

intestinal bacteria entering bloodstream)

*Septicemia increases the likelihood of death.

Canine
Parvovirus
(Parvo)
(CPV)

SUSCEPTIBILITY

Any dog can become infected with canine
parvovirus; however, it’'s most common in
puppies between 6 and 20 weeks old and
in unvaccinated or undervaccinated

adolescent dogs.
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TRANSMISSION

Dogs contract parvo through
exposure to infected dogs’

feces--directly or indirectly.

Once ingested, the virus
enters through lymph nodes
or tonsils and travels through
the bloodstream to areas of
attack (bone marrow,

intestinal lining).

® Parvo is resistant to heat,
cold, humidity,
detergents, and most
disinfectants.

® |t can survive on
contaminated surfaces
indoors and in the
environment for many
months

* Parvo can live on and be
transmitted by objects
that contacted infected
feces (hair, skin, clothes,
collars, toys, bowls, etc.)

® Dogs are infectious just
before showing clinical
signs and 2 weeks after

symptoms disappear

SYMPTOMS

Vomiting and diarrhea are
the most common and first
clinical symptoms to begin
and can quickly lead to
dehydration and intestinal
damage.

These must be addressed
immediately when constant/

persistent.

® Severe vomiting

¢ Diarrhea--often bloody or

containing mucus

* |ack of appetite

* Fever

® Lethargy/depression

* Abdominal pain/bloating

DIAGNOSIS

Because parvo can look like
many other diseases,
veterinarians consider age,
vaccination status, living
situation, and medical history
in addition to performing a
physical exam and reviewing

clinical symptoms.

A quick canine parvovirus
antigen test using a fecal
sample is typical, and
depending on the results, a
white blood cell count may

be performed.

TREATMENT

There is no medicine nor procedure that can rid the body of

parvovirus.

Treatment consists of keeping dogs alive and minimizing damage

to their bodies while immune systems work to fight the virus.

e 5-7 day hospital admittance with constant
monitoring and continued tests & measurements
(fecal, urinalysis, complete blood counts, blood
protein and white blood cell)

¢ |V fluids to treat dehydration, electrolyte
imbalances, low blood sugar

® Anti-nausea drugs to control vomiting

¢ Antacids to reduce severity/heal ulcers in
stomach, intestines, and esophagus

¢ Antibiotics/anti-inflammatory drugs to prevent or
control septicemia

* Plasma transfusion in severe cases

e Pain medication



PROGNOSIS

When treated early and
aggressively, most dogs
have a good chance of
survival and recovery from
canine parvovirus.

The best chances of survival
come when treatment begins
before dehydration or

septicemia become severe.

Dogs who show no
improvement after 3 or 4
days of treatment have a

poor prognosis for survival.

Cause of death is most
commonly due to
dehydration, shock, or

sepsis.

PREVENTION

All puppies should be
vaccinated against
parvovirus beginning when
they are 6-8 weeks old as
part of their multi-agent
vaccine series. There are
several vaccinations, spaced
2-4 weeks apart and at 1
year, with boosters every 3
years.

The vaccine schedule can
vary slightly depending on
exposure risk and should be
discussed with a

veterinarian.

Vaccination is the best
prevention; however there
are other important
measures of canine

parvovirus prevention.

Until puppies are
completely vaccinated,
only socialize with
vaccinated dogs (no dog
parks)

Keep away from sick
dogs

Keep dogs away from
other dogs’ feces

Always pick up after your
dog

Visit establishments
(kennels, daycare,
groomers) that practice
good hygiene, have
vaccination
requirements, and isolate
sick dogs

Wash hands after
cleaning up after dogs or

after handling sick dogs

If your dog needs vaccinations or if you
have questions, you can get in touch by
calling, emailing, or filling out the contact
form on our website.

505-299-9533

frontdesk@sandiaanimalclinic.com




